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COUNCIL BILL NO. ___

Series 2025

A BILL FOR AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE TOWN OF BRECKENRIDGE TOWN CODE
PERTAINING TO DEVELOPMENT, EXTERIOR LIGHTING, AND SIGNS ON PRIVATE
PROPERTY.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF
BRECKENRIDGE, COLORADO:

Section 1. That subsection of section 9-1-19-8A entitled “Ridgeline and Hillside

Development” be amended by deleting the language stricken to read as follows:

Section 2. That section 9-12-7 of the Town of Breckenridge Exterior Lighting Code
be amended by deleting the language stricken and adding the language underlined to read as
follows:

DECORATIVE LIGHTING: Decorative string lighting, consisting of bulbs no larger than

three inches when measured from the base to the tip of the bulb, that outlines a building or

structure following the trim line on an eave, window or railing; or decorative string lighting in

trees; or decorative string lighting between commercial or mixed use buildings or to a post or
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structure forming a canopy over a walkway. Becerative-lighting-does-not-fillHn-buildingfeatures
such-as-walls-and-roofs:

EMERGENCY LIGHTING: Lighting used by a police department, fire department, or

other governmental entity for the purpose of public safety; or lighting required by the building

code for means of emergency edgress illumination in the event of a power supply failure. No part

of this definition is intended to allow lighting not required by building code or used by

governmental entities to qualify as emergency lighting.

MOTION SENSOR: A mechanism for controlling illumination by turning lights on when
activated by motion and remaining on during activity for a maximum of thirty{30} five (5)
minutes following the last detection of motion.

NITS: A unit of measurement used to quantify the intensity of light reflected from a given

surface. One nit is equal to one candela per square meter.
OPAQUE LIGHT FIXTURE: An outdoor light fixture with walls that house the light source

that are comprised of a solid material, unable to be permeated by light. Glass is not considered

opague; however, glass on a fixture is acceptable if the glass is flat, horizontal, and does not

allow any light to be emitted above the horizontal plane or if the glass portion of the fixture is

located below the lowest point of the bulb, is not mirrored, and does not allow any light to be

emitted above the horizontal plane.

RETROFIT FIXTURE: An existing legal nonconforming fixture as-deseribed-in-section-9-
12-6B-of this-chapter that has a permanent opaque lining applied to it which extends to the
lowest portion of the bulb or lower, or other permanent madification to the fixture approved by
the director that brings such fixture and-hghtseurce into compliance with the requirements of

this section. Paint shall not be considered a permanent opague lining.
SEMI-OPAQUE LIGHT FIXTURE: An outdoor light fixture with walls that are comprised

of a nonopaque material such as frosted, colored glass, or a material such as mica which allows

for some light trespass to be emitted through the walls of the fixture, referred to as a "glow," but

such that the light source is not visible through the walls. Within-semi-opagque-fixtures-the-bulb

removed. Semi-opaque is sometimes called "translucent.” Clear glass is not considered semi-

opaque.
Section 3. That subsection of 9-12-8 entitled “Exemptions” be amended by deleting

the language stricken and adding the language underlined to read as follows:

A. Emergency Lighting:
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1. Temporary lighting required for public safety in the reasonable determination
of public safety officials with authority, or

2. Permanently installed, battery powered lighting located at an emergency

egress for a building. This lighting shall be lit temporarily in the instance of a power

outage.
B. Decorative Lighting: All decorative lighting shall:

1. Be allowed in all lighting zones from November 1 through April 1 of the
following year. At all other times decorative lighting is unlawful.

2. Be allowed in trees.

3. Be allowed over walkways between commercial and mixed use buildings.

24. Be limited to two (2) of the following features on a building:
a. The building roof eave line;
b. The building window and door trim;
c¢. Building columns; or
d. Railings.
35. Not protrude from the upper wall plane or the roof of a structure or filHin-such
features-on-entirely cover a wall or roof of a structure. Lighting-en-a-building-shal-be-ina
el ! ol I _wind . linas.
46. Consist only of LED bulbs.
57. Not exceed 3 inches in size when measured from base of the bulb to the tip
of the bulb.

68. Not blink or retate move, nor create a hazard or nuisance from glare.

Decorative lighting shall be maintained in good working condition at all times.
#9. Commercial uses in Lighting Zone 1 has a curfew of two o'clock (2:00) A.M.
All other decorative lighting has a curfew of eleven o'clock (11:00) P.M.
G . Architectural Accent Lighting: Fixtures must be fully shielded and their light must be
downcast. Lamp color shall be a warm white color, with a CCT that does not exceed three
thousand kelvins (3,000 K). Lighting to accent an architectural element must be aimed or

shielded to prevent lighting of the night sky, with a maximum of one (1) lighted architectural

accent feature, lighted by a maximum of one (1) fixture or LED lighting strip perfeature property
of not more than nine hundred (900) emitted lumens-perproeperty. Uplighting is permitted if the

illumination is effectively contained within an overhanging architectural element and is a
maximum of one (1) fixture per feature of not more than eight hundred (800) emitted lumens.

Light fixtures in or attached to trees are not permitted as architectural accent lighting.
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Section 4. That section 9-12-9 of the Town of Breckenridge Exterior Lighting Code

be amended by deleting the language stricken and adding the language underlined to read as

follows:

The following are prohibited within the town:

A. An unshielded fixture or lamp for outdoor lighting except as exempted in other

sections of this chapter;

. A searchlight;
. Alaser light;

B

C

D. A semiopaque or transparent backlit canopy or awning;-and

E. Any lighting that does not comply with the requirements of this chapter- | and
F

Light fixtures in or attached to trees except as exempted in other sections of this

chapter.

Section 5. That subsection of section 9-12-11 entitled “Lighting Standards” be

amended by deleting the language stricken and adding the language underlined to read as

follows:

A.
1. Fully Shielded: Only fully shielded, downcast, opaque fixtures are permitted

except as exempted in other sections of this chapter.

4. Bistro Lighting: Temporary bistro lighting is permitted at an exterior food and
beverage area designated by the site plan to provide light and ambiance in Lighting
Zones 1 and 2. Bistro lighting is allowed for residential properties up to 150 square feet
over a deck or patio in all zones. The term "temporary" as used in this section means
from May 1 through October 31 of the same year. At all other times bistro lighting is
unlawful. The following standards shall apply to temporary bistro lighting:

a. Be used only with "warm" color LED bulbs that do not exceed a

temperatdre CCT of two thousand eight hundred kelvins (2,800 K);

b. Be fully shielded and downcast;
c. For commercial uses all bistro lighting shall not be highly visible from

the right-of-way when located on a rooftop (e.g., rooftop deck screened on a

minimum of two (2) sides by wall, adjacent buildings, etc.), and must be set back

a minimum of 5 feet from the rooftop edge.

B. Lighting Standards for Lighting Zone 1 (LZ-1) (High Ambient Lighting Zone):

4
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1. Fixtures: Semi-opaque fixtures are allowed in LZ-1 and are not required to be

fully shielded or downcast provided-they-are-fully-shielded-and-downeast.

Section 6. That subsection of section 9-12-12 entitled “Lighting Standards for
Specific Uses” be amended by deleting the language stricken and adding the language
underlined to read as follows:

3. Recreational Facilities: Lighting for fields, courts, ice rinks, or tracks shall not exceed
maximum illuminance criteria as defined by the llluminating Engineering Society (IES). Exterior
sports arenas, with exterior light fixtures for the playing area, shall be illuminated only for
scheduled events and extinguished within one-half (1/2) hour after the conclusion of the final
event of the day. The remainder of the facility lighting, except for reasons of security, shall be
extinguished at ten o'clock (10:00) P.M. or within one-half (1/2) hour after the end of an event,
whichever is later. Exterior sports arenas, with exterior lighting fixtures for the playing area, shall
have the illumination level determined by the sport of play in each event. Light levels shall be
reduced for sports that require less than the maximum available lighting for the field based on

IES sports lighting standards. Uplighting is allowed if required for the sport of play contemplated

in the design of the recreational facility.

Section 7. That subsection of section 9-12-13 entitled “Lighting Standards for
Specific Types” be amended by deleting the language stricken and adding the language
underlined to read as follows:

A. Standards for Specific Types:

1. Security Lighting: Security lighting shall use the lowest possible illumination to
effectively allow surveillance, be fully shielded, and directed downward toward
designated areas. The use of motion sensors, timers, photocells or other means to
activate lighting during times when it is needed is encouraged to conserve energy,
provide safety, and promote compatibility between different land uses. However,
photocells are permitted only at primary entrances to a building and where the light
source is fully shielded. Security lighting illuminance levels shall be a maximum of ten
(10) foot-candles.

2. Signage Illumination: All signage shall comply with chapter 15 of this title.
Sighage utilizing lighting shall have fixtures mounted to the top of the sign structure and
aimed downward onto the sign from above. Fixtures shall be fully shielded so that light is

directed only onto the sign face and not aimed at the sky, adjacent streets, roads or

5
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30

properties. Luminance shall not exceed nire-{9)-foot-candles-or one hundred (100) nits
(one hundred (100) candelas per square meter) during the first hour after sunset, and
lighting must be fully extinguished one (1) hour after sunset or within one-half (1/2) hour

of the end of normal business hours, whichever is later.

Section 8. That section 9-12-15 of the Town of Breckenridge Exterior Lighting Code
be amended by deleting the language stricken and adding the language underlined to read as
follows:

9-12-15: VIOLATIONS; PENALTIES; ENFORCEMENT:

A. General: Itis an infraction as defined in section 1-3-2 of this Code for any person to

violate any of the provisions of this chapter. Each such person shall be liable for a separate

offense for each and every day during which any violation of any of the provisions of this

chapter is committed, continued, or permitted, and shall be punished accordingly.

B. Fine Schedule: Any person found to have violated any provision of this chapter, or

against whom a default judgment has been entered for any violation of this chapter shall be

punished by a fine as follows:

Offense No. Fine Amount

First offense $250.00

Second offense $500.00

Third offense and each As determined by the Municipal Judge subject to the
subsequent offense limits in section 1-4-1-1 of this Code

C. When Penalty Assessment Procedure May Be Used; When Mandatory Court

Appearance Required: A defendant's first two (2) alleged violations of this chapter may be

written as penalty assessments. A defendant's third and each subsequent alleged violation of

this chapter shall require a mandatory court appearance.

6
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D. Injunctive Relief: In addition to other remedies available to the town, the town may

commence an action pursuant to section 1-8-10 of this Code or other applicable law to enjoin

the alleged violation of any provision of this chapter, or to authorize and compel the removal,

termination, or abatement of such violation.

E. Additional Remedies: Any remedies provided for in this chapter shall be cumulative

and not exclusive, and shall be in addition to any other remedies provided by law.

Section 9. That subsection of section 9-15-18 entitled “Sign Design Standards —
Generally” be amended by deleting the language stricken and adding the language underlined
to read as follows:

C. Lighting Standards: All sign lighting shall comply with signage illumination
requirements listed in section 9-12-12 9-12-13 of this title and the lighting zone limitations listed
in section 9-12-11 of this title.

Section 10. This ordinance shall be published and become effective as provided by

Section 5.9 of the Breckenridge Town Charter.
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