
ORDINANCE NO. 15 

Series 2025 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 12 OF TITLE 1 OF THE BRECKENRIDGE TOWN 
CODE CONCERNING CAMPAIGN FINANCE COMPLAINTS IN MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS 

WHEREAS, the Town of Breckenridge is a home rule municipality organized under Article XX of 
the Colorado Constitution and with the authority of the Town of Breckenridge Home Rule 
Charter; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to its authority, the Town, acting through the Town Council, is authorized 
to adopt ordinances regulating matters concerning campaign finance; and 

WHEREAS, Colorado House Bill 24-1283 authorizes the Colorado Secretary of State to hear 
and investigate complaints related to municipal election campaign finance, provided the 
municipality adopts an ordinance referring such complaints to the Secretary of State; and 

WHEREAS, the Town does not have a process dedicated to campaign finance complaints and 
does not have the resources to manage campaign finance complaints; and 

WHEREAS, the Town desires to adopt this ordinance to refer campaign finance complaints to 
the Colorado Secretary of State pursuant to state law. 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF BRECKENRIDGE, 
COLORADO: 

Section 1. Title 1, Chapter 12, Section 1 of the Breckenridge Town Code is amended as 
follows: 

1-12-1: Except as otherwise provided by ordinance, or in connection with a coordinated 
election as provided in section 1-12-6 of this chapter or a mail ballot election as provided 
in section 1-12-8 of this chapter, all Municipal elections shall be held in accordance with 
the provisions of the Colorado Municipal Election Code of 1965, article 10, of title 31, 
Colorado Revised Statutes as such may be amended from time to time. 

Section 2. Chapter 12 of Title 1 of the Breckenridge Town Code is amended by the 
addition of a new Section 1-12-11, which shall read in its entirety as follows: 

1-12-11: 

A. As used in this section, the following words have the following 
meanings: 

COMPLAINT: a complaint alleging that a violation of Article XXVIII of the 
Colorado constitution, Article 45 of Title 1 of the Colorado Revised 
Statutes. or the rules related to either has occurred in connection with a 
Town of Breckenridge campaign finance matter. 

SECRETARY: the Colorado Secretary of State. 

B. Pursuantto §1-45-111.7(10)(c)(II), the Town Clerk is authorized to refer 
all complaints to the Secretary. in accordance with the following: 

1. A complainant must file a signed written complaint with the 
Town Clerk. which complaint must identify one or more 
respondents. be in a form prescribed by the Secretary, and 
including any information required to be provided on such form. 

2. Within ten (10) business days of receipt of the complaint. the 
Town Clerk will conduct a review of the complaint to determine if 
the complaint complies with subsection B.1. above. 

3. If the complaint complies with subsection B.1, the Town Clerk 
shall refer the complaint to the Secretary in the form and manner 
prescribed by the Secretary within fourteen (14) business days of 
the Clerk's receipt of the complaint. 

4. The Clerk shall notify the complainant via email or regular mail. if 
email is unavailable. of the Clerk's action in either dismissing the 
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complaint for failure to comply with subsection 8.1 or referring 
the complaint to the Secretary. 

5. A complaint shall not be filed more than one hundred and eighty 
(180) days after the date on which the complainant either knew or 
should have known, by the exercise of reasonable diligence, of 
the alleged violation. 

6. All applicable timelines found in state law are adopted so as to 
apply herein. 

C. Authorizations. 
1. The Secretary is authorized to use the provisions of C.R.S. §1-45-

111.7(3) through (7) to process, investigate, and resolve the 
complaint. 

2. The Town staff will cooperate with the Secretary in the 
processing and investigation of the complaint. 

3. The Town disclaims any interest in fines collected in connection 
with the complaint. 

Section 3. Except as specifically amended hereby, the Breckenridge Town Code, and 
the various secondary codes adopted by reference therein, shall continue in full force and effect. 

Section 4. This Ordinance shall take effect as provided for in Section 5.9 of the 
Breckenridge Town Charter. 

INTRODUCED, READ ON FIRST READING, APPROVED AND ORDERED 
PUBLISHED IN FULL this 9th day of September 2025. 

This ordinance was published in full on the Town of Breckenridge website on September 10, 
September 11, September 12, September 13 and September 14, 2025. 

A public hearing on this ordinance was held on September 23, 2025. 

READ, ADOPTED ON SECOND READING AND ORDERED PUBLISHED IN FULL ON THE 

TOWN'S WEBSITE this 23rd day of September 2025. A copy of this Ordinance is available for 

inspection in the office of the Town Clerk. 

TOWN OF BRECKENRIDGE, a Colorado 
municipal corporation 

By~(~
Klly Owen's,Ma 

ATTEST: 

~~-<---~ ------
Mae Watson, Town Clerk 

APPROVED IN FORM 

.~ /rJ/ly/;.5 
Town Attorney Date 

This Ordinance was published on the Town of Breckenridge website on September 24, 
September 25, September 26, September 27, and September 28, 2025. This ordinance 
shall become effective on October 28, 2025. 
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