
GET THE FACTS 
Understanding Special and Metropolitan Districts in Colorado 

 

What is a Special District? 

A special district is a local government entity created to provide specific services in an 
area where those services are not currently available or are insufficient. 

Examples of services include fire protection, mosquito control, parks and recreation, 
safety services, sanitation, solid waste collection, street improvements, television relay, 
transportation, and water services. 

When a district provides two or more of these services, it is called a Metropolitan 
(Metro) District. 

Why Are Special Districts Created? 

Special and metro districts are created to address service gaps, to fund infrastructure, 
and to maintain facilities through dedicated revenue sources such as property taxes or 
fees. 

What Powers Do Metro Districts Have? 

Metro districts may contract with outside parties, borrow money, issue bonds, acquire or 
dispose of property, set service fees, provide services outside district boundaries, use 
eminent domain in certain situations, and levy property taxes on property within the 
district, when such taxes are authorized by the district’s voters. 

How Are Special Districts Formed? 

1. Proponents develop a service plan and submit it to the Town. 
2. The Town reviews the plan to ensure statutory compliance. 
3. Town Council may approve, conditionally approve, or deny the plan, including the 

amount of the proposed mill levy. 
4. Approved plans go to district court for the petition, hearing, and election process. 
5. An election is held of the eligible electors within the district boundaries on both 

the creation of the district and the proposed mill levy.   

Who Can Vote to Create a District? 

Eligible electors include registered voters who reside within the proposed district or who 
own taxable property within its boundaries. 


